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Crisis of the 
‘Negro’ Politician
G
iven the nature of election 
politics in America today, one 
has to wonder what, if any­
thing at this point, gives an 
African American candidate a fighting 
chance to compete, instead of becoming 
an “issues candidate” before the first pri­
mary even begins (as evidenced by our 
sister Moseley-Braun’s recent exit).
The uphill battle of any person seek­
ing to gain office includes not only the 
fleeting and fickle trust of millions of 
American voters, but also maintaining an 
image that is familiar and comfortable to 
those voters, making them feel like they 
can identify with the candidate for whom 
they will soon cast their ballots.
When it comes right down to it, 
people who look like you and me aren’t 
the majority of voters out there. On top 
of that, all of the progress in the world 
has yet to make the majority of Ameri­
cans out there comfortable enough to truly 
identify with and viably put a black man 
or woman into office. The exceptions to 
this rule in recent years have other things 
going for them.
J.C. Watts had his star power - in ad­
dition to aligning himself with the Repub­
lican Party, he also had the advantage of
“Maybe in our lifetimes, 
someone like a Harold 
Ford, Jr. will have 
enough crossover appeal 
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being a college football hero in his home 
state of Oklahoma - which made him fa­
mous with his constituency. Colin Powell, 
one of the most famous African Ameri­
cans in the national arena today, had his 
military experience as the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and central leader­
ship figure during the Gulf War before he 
gained his Secretary of State position.
Black candidates that have previously 
run in the presidential race, and that are 
currently running, more often than not 
have still been cut from the cloth of the 
older civil rights era leadership. The suc­
cess of purpose-driven ministers being 
able to effect change in their leadership 
roles within the black community in the 
past do not translate to success on a cur­
rent national political environment.
Maybe in our lifetimes, someone like 
a Harold Ford, Jr. will have enough cross­
over appeal and visible leadership on 
Capitol Hill and beyond (possibly a Gov­
ernorship in Tennessee?) to have a sem­
blance of promise. Until then, let’s give 
A1 Sharpton his due for continuing to do 
what so many wouldn’t.
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More than a campaign, 
‘Deaniacs’ come to Iowa
L. Jared Boyd
B
y now everyone has seen Howard 
Dean’s Iowa Caucus night 
debacle hundreds of times. How 
could a man running for our 
nation’s highest office have the audacity to 
yell like a hurt animal on national television? 
Governor Dean targeted his speech at 
resuscitating the morale of his devoted 
volunteers. Whether or not he wins the 
Democratic presidential nomination, Dean’s 
campaign has sparked a movement of die­
hard supporters affectionately termed 
“Deaniacs.”
I had the opportunity to witness the
Dean Campaign during the last week of the 
Iowa Caucus. As one of 3,500 nation-wide 
volunteers, I rode on a bus (paid for by the 
campaign) for fourteen hours from 
Pittsburgh to Cedar Rapids, Iowa. I am not 
a loyal Dean supporter, so the trip was my 
first experience with a laige group of his 
followers. From the moment that I stepped 
foot on the bus, I noticed the interesting 
amalgamation of people. Ex-hippies, grass­
roots organizers, college students, union 
workers, and other people were united 
through their devotion to their candidate. 
Many of the people on the bus were 
acquainted with one another through the 
Pittsburgh Chapter of the Dean Meet-up 
group. Over 180,000 of his followers, a 
number that is nearly three times as many as 
his closest competitor, are apart of these small 
groups across the country that meet regularly.
The “Deaniacs” seemed to be fueled by 
two opposing ideals: hatred and idealism.
End of a hustle 
The death of downloading
Sidney A. Robbins
W
hen you stop to contem­
plate it, this was one of the 
great hustles. Before 
downloading, if you liked 
a song, you had to drop $ 16.99 for the whole 
CD. Then Napster, Kazaa, Grokster, and 
others appeared, and you could choose ex­
actly what song you wanted and not have to 
spend a hard-hustled cent of your own 
money. You couldn’t beat that, and as the 
record labels understood, they couldn’t com­
pete with free. In fact the only other way to 
have it as good was to walk into the CD shop 
and employ the five-finger discount, but then 
you had the fuss of surveillance cameras, 
store censors, and catching a case for theft. 
With downloading, you did not have to 
worry about legal action against you... un­
til now.
Now the Recording Industry Associa­
tion of America (RIAA) is suing file sharers 
over their gratuitously gotten goods. Now 
people are discovering what real hustlers 
know, an axiom from the hustlers’ handbook: 
if it sounds too good to be true, the person 
offering is probably wearing a police wire 
(or is recording your online activity). Now 
we are left to ponder a hustle gone bad.
On September 8,2003, the RIAA filed 
suit against 261 people whom they identi­
fied as major violators of copyright laws. 
This first round of lawsuits targeted persons 
who had shared an average of 1,000 songs 
each on peer-to-peer (P2P) networks. These 
civil lawsuits followed a June 25 announce­
ment that evidence was being gathered 
against offenders and what the RIAA 
deemed a multi-year effort to educate the 
public about illegal downloading. They even 
sent instant messages to people over Kazaa 
and Grokster websites warning users that 
their activities were being monitored. Now 
the RIAA has turned up the volume on their
quote of the week
“I consider myself hardened. I spent time in the Marine Corps. But 
seeing some of the stuff I saw, then heard about, from 
those girls was a difficult, eye-opening experience.”
- Mark J. Kelly
Mark J. Kelly, special agent with Immigration and Customs Enforcement, responds to what law enforcement 
officials say are dozens of active "stash houses and apartments" in New York, Atlanta, Los Angeles, and 
Chicago where under-age girls and young women from dozens of countries are 
trafficked and held captive.
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directed at President
George W. Bush... 
When conversations did
not center on the 
president, the tone was
very optimistic.
Their hatred was directed at President 
George W. Bush. Howard Dean had 
mastered the art of tapping into this source 
of anger among many people. Instead of 
watching regular movies on the bus, the 
selection consisted of “How Bush Stole the 
2000 Election” and a movie on how Mr. 
Bush lied about Iraq. When conversations 
did not center on the president, the tone was 
very optimistic. Many of the riders had never 
participated in politics prior to volunteering 
for Dean. At one point, a group of riders 
started singing John Lennon’s hippie anthem, 
“Imagine.”
The accommodations for the volunteers 
could be described as rustic and cost- 
effective—on a good day. Over 160 
volunteers slept in a winterized Girl Scout 
cabin on various bunk beds, cots, and any 
available spaces. Afew people actually slept
warnings and the reverberations may blow 
more than eardrums. The laws pertaining to 
copyright infringement allow the RIAA to 
recover from $200 to $150,000 for each 
work taken. They can also get attorneys’ 
fees and court costs from infringers. So let’s 
see: that’s potentially $150k per song plus 
court costs and attorneys’ fees ... let’s just 
say it would have been far cheaper just to 
buy the CD.
For those wondering, the law says that 
making copyrighted material available for 
download or sharing copies of copyrighted 
material is illegal without the permission of 
the copyright holder (this includes movies, 
books, and other works along with music). 
Why is it illegal to share music? It’s illegal 
for the same reason that walking into a store 
and stuffing CD’s in your coat pocket is ille­
gal: you are getting the protected work of 
another without paying for it On that same 
page, burning from CD’s you’ve purchased 
and giving (or selling) the copies away is 
also illegal. Everyone knows the truism that 
there is no free lunch; few of us would per­
form their life’s vocation for free. Music 
artists, producers, writers, and distributors 
are no different.
Many are now wondering how to pro­
tect themselves from a suit If you have been 
a small fish in P2P file sharing, you should 
stop the practice, delete the illegal files, and 
hope they are content with the big catches. 
If you are anywhere near the 1000-song 
threshold and have not been sued already, 
stop the practice, delete the files, and hope 
they are appeased with the 261 they went 
after first If you are being sued, you need to 
hire an attorney before contacting the RIAA. 
One avenue that you should seriously con­
sider not pursuing is the RIAA’s amnesty 
option.
The RIAA is offering amnesty to those 
persons who have not already been targeted 
for suits. You can identify yourself, admit 
wrongdoing, and sign an affidavit agreeing
on counters. The campaign apologized for 
the living situation, but most of the volunteers 
remained optimistic about the coming 
weekend.
Volunteers dedicated the majority of then- 
time to knocking on doors across the state. 
If you are reading this article from Atlanta, I 
do not think you understand what the weather 
is like in Iowa during January. When I awoke 
on the second day of the trip the temperature 
was one degree. Not wind chill, but one 
degree Fahrenheit. (This may account for 
Iowa’s two percent African American 
population.) Neither Girl Scout cabins nor 
cold weather prevented volunteers from 
proselytizing the gospel of Dean. When I 
did get the chance to knock on doors, when 
it got a little warmer, my success rate at 
convincing people to vote for Dean was very 
low. I was having a particularly difficult time 
convincing older people to even let me give
my pitch. “Hello my name is_____ , I came
all the way from____, to strongly encourage
you to vote for Gov. Dean on Monday.”
The highlight of the week was hearing 
Dean speak at a rally the night before the 
election. Listening to Dean speak on 
television does not come close to conveying 
his presence in person. The atmosphere 
seemed less like a political event than a 
religious revival from the volume of his voice 
to the crowd’s affirmation of his message. 
Many of Dean’s followers are attracted to 
his passion for the issues he advocates. 
Unfortunately, this passion does not make 
for a good sound bite.
L Jared Boyd is a 2003 graduate of 
Morehouse College, and is currently a fellow 
in Public Affairs with the Com Center for 
Civic Leadership.
not to download anymore and to delete your 
illegal files. In return the RIAA agrees not 
to pursue legal action against you. Here is 
the problem: just because the RIAA won’t 
sue you, doesn’t mean that another interested 
party couldn’t. The RIAA is just a consor­
tium of the major record labels. What if the 
artists, publishers, producers, or retailers de­
cide to pursue infringers? Well, now they 
have your contact information along with a 
signed statement that you broke the law 
(which is probably admissible in legal pro­
ceedings against you). For a prosecutor or 
plaintiff, a signed statement of admission by 
a defendant is like Randy Moss finding him­
self alone in the end zone or Lebron James 
with a clear path to the basket. Signing a 
statement admitting guilt without complete 
immunity isn’t much better than being 
caught on camera. In other words, this am­
nesty offer may not be a smart move unless 
all potential plaintiffs also agree not to sue 
you.
There are many legal issues left to be 
unearthed in this saga, like whether the RIAA 
can actually get downloaders’ contact infor­
mation from internet providers or whether 
other groups will also file suits. What is for 
certain, though, is that the hustle is over and 
downloading for free is dead. The record 
labels do have some low-cost ways of down­
loading songs legally and you can always 
do what they used to do long ago in ancient 
times: go into a store and buy the CD. There 
are also some campaigns being launched to 
consider new ways of legalizing download­
ing. Whatever else you do, stop download­
ing for free on these websites. Big Brother 
is watching.
Sidney A. Robbins is a contributing col­
umnist with The Mamon Tiger. He is a 
graduate of Morehouse College and 
Harvard Law School and is currently a prac­
ticing attorney in Atlanta, GA.
For questions and comments, please 
email him at srobbinsa@aol.com.
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A call to the Black church Hey, this must be deep
Bruce A. Davis
O
ne evening I stood on a comer 
I and watched a lot of young black 
' males sell drugs while a caravan 
of cars pulled up to the same 
house as if they were placing orders at a fast 
food pickup window.
Directly across the street I saw a Black
Church. The members were in the parking 
lot greeting one another before they attended 
service. No one bothered to even look across 
the street.
I don’t think Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
would have turned his head to the negative 
activity in his backyard were he alive today. 
He probably would have walked across the 
street and talked to the black males and found 
out what level of thinking they were on 
before trying to raise their conscience. I 
wouldn’t have been surprised either if many 
of them stopped their activities to at least 
hear what he had to say.
At the turn of the century, secular 
organizations such as The National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), The Garvey Movement, 
and The Nation of Islam became prominent 
proponents for the black cause. The Black 
Church was referred to as a do-nothing 
institution because its influence had waned.
The civil movement sparked a 
resurgence in the Black Church. The
A letter to the church
Quardricos B. Driskell
"Tii calling the church the body of Christ, 
I St. Paul’s letter to Christians portrays a 
I mystical relation between the church 
M and its spiritual leader. Ideally, the 
modem church is meant to be the chief moral 
guardian of the community. Walter
Rauschenbusch, father of social gospel, 
believed the social and economic conditions 
of society should fall upon the church. 
However, there is an element of the church, 
especially in the black church that has been 
puzzling me for a while.
Historically, the “Shout” came about 
during the era of slavery. The slaves would 
cry to the Creator for deliverance as they 
longed for freedom. Carter G. Woodson’s 
The History of the Negro Church examines 
the probable roots of emotionalism. During 
the pre-Civil War era, African Americans 
were generally deemed incapable of 
theological training; they were barred from 
many seminaries in the North. Consequently, 
many Negro preachers began capitalizing on 
and taking questionable pride in their 
predicament ‘ ‘Preaching to his congregation, 
the minister would often boast of having not 
rubbed his head against the college wall,
undergroundlive
ROBERT GAINES/MAROON TIGER
Students and faculty hold a candlelight vigil at the Martin Luther King, Jr. International Chapel 
commemorating Dr. King’s 75th birthday.
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“Long before the 
government
implemented social and 
welfare programs the 
Black Church was 
serving as a social 
institution, a social 
clearing house for the 
betterment of its 
people.”
movement was led by Dr. King, who 
transformed it from a passive institution to 
an instrument for social change.
Dr. King preached and argued that 
religion has a social as well as a spiritual 
mission, and that it should be concerned with 
the whole person and not just the soul.
Noted black scholar Eric Lincoln wrote 
in his analysis of the Black Church, 7 State 
of Black America, that “[t]he Black Church 
is alive, alert, addressed to the realities of 
our times.” Alot has waned in fourteen years.
During the Jim Crow era the Black 
Church became the most important
whereas the congregation would respond 
‘Amen’.” I contend that emotionalism in the 
black church does little more than heighten 
the grief and apathy in our community. Even 
Martin Luther King Jr. felt that emotionalism 
was anti-intellectual. In Time magazine, King 
admitted his apprehension about going into 
the ministry: “I revolted against the 
emotionalism of the Negro religion, the 
shouting, and stamping, I didn’t understand 
it and yet it embarrassed me.” I am convinced 
that extreme emotionally charged worship 
has little, if any, relevance to solving the real 
problems of our community. Understand me, 
I am not advocating going to the other type 
of Negro church, frozen with classism. In 
this church, worship service is cold and 
meaningless. The music is dull and 
uninspiring, and if the choir sings a Negro 
spiritual, the congregation feels that this is 
an offense to their class status.
Today’s churches and spiritual leaders 
often conform when they should transform. 
Preachers carry on as “slave preachers” who 
possess knowledge of scriptures without any 
theological sound teaching, accepting the 
Bible as the absolute truth. Moreover, the 
black Protestant church is becoming more 
cult-like, filled with people who worship the 
religion more than the Creator. Religious
economic institution in the black community. 
It had to steel itself against the economic 
woes brought on by the Jim Crow laws. As 
a result, insurance companies, mutual 
associations, banks, and educational 
institutions were created. When the Civil War 
ended, the Black Church immediately 
stepped forth to construct educational 
institutions for the black community.
The same impetus is needed now more 
than ever if the Black Church is to become a 
great institution producing programs and 
solutions for our ravished and impoverished 
communities.
Long before the government 
implemented social and welfare programs 
the Black Church was serving as a social 
institution, a social clearing house for the 
betterment of its people.
In the wake of the week-long celebration 
of Dr. King’s birthday, it might benefit the 
black community to delve into the civil rights 
era and understand better the role the Black 
Church played socially in our communities. 
We could probably create more solutions to 
combat the social ills that fluctuate daily in 
our communities. After all, Dr. King’s dream 
wasn’t only about civil rights or race; it was 
also targeted at the chaos in the black 
community.
Bruce Davis has written for the Georgia 
Sentinel Bulletin and the Atlanta Journal 
Constitution. He is currently an inmate in 
the South Carolina prison system.
leaders are now preaching soothing sermons 
on “How to be happy” and “How to relax,” 
as if Jesus commanded them to “go ye into 
the world and keep your blood pressure 
down and I will give you a well-adjusted 
personality.”
It is important for religious leaders to 
transform the world by preaching the social 
gospel message of applying their religious 
beliefs to the solutions of the social problems 
plaguing our communities. In addition, I 
would be remiss if I did not mention the need 
for the teachings of agape. Agape love is 
satyagraha (satyais truth, which equals love, 
and graha is force; satyagraha thus means 
truth-force or love-force). Agape is also 
exercising to seek the good in others rather 
than the good in oneself.
Lastly, there is an African proverb: He 
who never visits, thinks his mother is the 
best cook. Thus he who knows only one 
religion knows none. People seldom think 
seriously about that which they are taught to 
believe because we are all creatures of 
imitation and habits. If something was good 
forourparents, we generally accept it as good 
enough for us. I beseech you-Step outside 
the matrix and explore!
Quardricos Bernard Driskell is a 
member of the class of2005.
Linston Terry
“It’s like Home 
Depot sells a do-it- 
yourself poetry-kit, 
and no matter what 
you write, it’ll all 
come across as the 
same.”
S
ometimes people, usually my 
close friends, will come up to 
me and say, “Hey, read my 
poetry.” And, usually, I don’t 
want to, because either: (a) it sounds the 
same as everything else, or (b) it’s about 
one of three generic things, or (c) I just 
can’t understand it. I never want to be 
impolite, so I figure, hell, they took the 
time to write it, the least I can do is pretend 
I’m interested. So, I start reading.
Usually if I’m reading, they can’t 
deliver it to me the way they might want 
to.. .which is good, because that manner 
of delivery annoys me terribly. You know, 
pause often and
where it least makes 
sense, stretch out the 
last word before 
every natural pause, 
hesitate a lot, 
maintain deliberate 
silence between 
every new thought. It 
all sounds the same.
For example, “I 
was...walking to my 
car - when, I saw him 
- looking at me from 
afar... .and I saw Africa
in his presence.” Whoever said to package 
your ideas like that into that oh-so-everyday 
package? It’s like Home Dépôt sells a do-it- 
yourself poetry-kit, and no matter what you 
write, it’ll all come across as the same. It 
makes me think a bunch of geniuses saw 
Love Jones and got the bright idea to write. 
Now, there’s nothing wrong with expressing 
your ideas; in fact there is everything right 
about it. But placing your creativity in a 
convenient little box does not serve the 
world.
Topics of discussion. It seems like if 
people are going to write about anything, 
it’s going to be one of three things: If you’re 
a woman you can write about: heartache, 
poverty, and sex - not love, for love doesn’t 
exist, not in these poems anyway. You need 
to have been cheated on, and you need to 
have confused sex for love at some point to 
be any good at these poems. Being poor helps 




he time is 12:02, January 11,2004. 
Still winter break. I stand here as a 
junior, juxtaposed, drifting 
between a world of comfort, 
solace, and familiarity. Poised to face the 
registration process, I know I will face the 
same routine problems that arise semester 
after semester. Yet despite my placated 
acquaintance with the rote proceedings of 
each semester anew, ambiguity envelops my 
mind and soul until it becomes a disturbing 
nuance challenging my direction in life. This 
is a time when most students are suspended 
between looking back on the previous 
semester and all of its unchangeable 
happenings, and looking
forward to face 
whatever surreptitious 
challenges and victories 
the next 18 weeks will 
hold.
It is at this moment 
that I realize that at some 
point, three semesters 
removed from the 
present, God-willing, I 
will walk across the 
stage of my own 
graduation only to face 
a world that is not 
Morehouse College. Then it hits me, the 
question: “What next?”
I get the feeling that many of us, history, 
psychology, business administration, and 
chemistry majors alike, find ourselves in a 
similar quandary. After there are no more 
senate meetings or crown forums, and we 
have received all of the accolades and 
awards, and we finally receive our 
“certificates of hard-work, discipline, and 
accomplishment,” where exactly do we go 
next to travel the path of becoming a true 
“Morehouse Man?”
Do we enter directly into our respective 
fields, or should we hastily apply to get our 
law, MBA, or medical degrees, or maybe 
take some time to regather, redirect, and 
reorganize the master plans of our fives? Is 
it most feasible to return home, remain in 
our beloved college hometown, or relocate 
to yet another unique and personally un­
chartered city? Which offer to accept: high 
pay, but not quite what you had in mind or
“While it is 
crucial to plan 
carefully for the 
future, we must live 
for the present, 
because in reality, 
the present is all
there is.”
ex-boyfriend, and the boss. If you’re a guy, 
you can talk about poverty, love, and sex. 
Here, love and sex are the same. And your 
job as a poet is to convince some 
unsuspecting or vulnerable sister that you 
are different, you are heavy, you value love 
and truth, and most importantly that you are 
eep. You must be deep. You should refer 
to Africa frequently in your poems to help 
you achieve the perception of deep.
Which brings me to my next point. It 
seems like the only way for people to be 
deep is to make certain that there are parts of 
the poem that other people can’t understand. 
When other people read it, it makes no sense 
and all they can do is nod their head 
vigorously as to agree and say, “Hey man, 
this must be deep.” Gil Scott Heron said, 
“’This must be deep’ is a 
cloak we throw over 
things we don’t 
understand.” We figure if 
it’s hard to understand, 
then it must be complex 
or deep. So if we write 
nonsense that’s hard for 
others to understand, then 
people will consider us 
heavy or deep. The goal 
of poetry should be to 
move people from one 
place to another, 
intellectually, emotionally,
or spiritually. To do this, you have to connect 
to people in a language they can understand.
Creativity is a bird. When you place your 
ideas in a neat little recognizable box, you 
cage that bird, and when you purposefully 
write so that others cannot understand, you 
clip that bird’s wing. Give flight to your ideas. 
Be creative, be inventive in your work. Write 
in a language we can share in.
But in the meantime, should your buddy 
stop you and say, ‘‘Listen to this poem I 
wrote,’ ’ and then proceed to follow the same 
pattern of unnatural pauses, and contemplate 
the same theme about love, sex, poverty, or 
any loose derivation thereof, simply make a 
perplexed face while nodding vigorously, as 
if communicating understanding and 
agreement When he’s finished, look at him 
with an eyebrow raised and say, “Wow, this 
must be deep.”
Linston Terry is a 2003 graduate of 
Morehouse College.
lower pay for a little closer tq what you truly 
want to do? Whichever it may be, these are 
the questions that must be answered at some 
point in time.
I realize that at the same time that I make 
these critical choices in my own fife, my 
friends from freshman year, the guy I always 
saw at the Spelman gate, and the guy I sat 
next to once in the cafeteria will be making 
the same life decisions. We will all be faced 
with new choices, goals, and set of life 
challenges to decide, achieve, and overcome.
Nonetheless, one thing is certain. 
Whatever does occur once we cross that 
stage in May will quickly become a reality, 
one for which we may or may not be 
prepared and ready to face. However, 
regardless of our personal preparedness, that 
moment in the not so
distant future will become 
the present for the time 
being. Accordingly, it is 
important to understand 
that while it is crucial to 
plan carefully for the 
future, we must live for 
the present, because in 
reality, the present is all 
there is. Imagine: In the 
moment that you blink 
your eye, that which was 
before is gone and what 
exists afterwards, only 
becomes a reality once you open your eyes. 
During that time, that fleeting moment 
becomes a passing reality. Always passing, 
but reemeiging anew. And yes, what we have 
done in the past possesses the potential to 
tremendously affect our present And what 
we do in the passing present will undoubtedly 
have a lasting impact on the future.
So.. .as I remain juxtaposed between my 
passing reality and my future reality, straining 
for a glimpse of what is to come, I realize 
with stunning accuracy that the answer to 
the question, “What’s next?” is yet another 
question, a perpetuating question, a function 
of my lost past, passing present, and 
immediate future. I then conclude that the 
only way to know “What’s nexf ’ is to live 
for and remain acutely aware of my present 
reality. I then begin to blink, allowing my 
eyes to remain closed as the pen drops from 
my fingers.
Maximillian W. McClain is a member 
of the graduating class of2005.
http://www.maroontiger.net
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On Saturday, January 3,2004 at 
Friendship Baptist Church in South­
west Atlanta, Georgia, a celebration 
of life service was held for Samuel 
Milton Nabrit, Ph.D. Dr. Nabrit, one 









away on Tuesday, December 30, 
2003 at Crawford Long Hospital 
from a heart attack at the age of 98.
The third of eight children, Dr. 
Nabrit was bom in Augusta, Geor­
gia to James Madison and Augusta 
Gertrude West Nabrit. The pursuit 
of academia was no doubt touted 
highly in the Nabrit household as all 
eight siblings received college de­
grees and seven went on to earn 
graduate degrees (one Ph.D., two 
law degrees, and five master’s de­
grees). All of these siblings eventu­
ally mimicked their father, who no­
tably was a member of the second 
graduating class of Atlanta Baptist 
College, the precursor to Morehouse 
College, by becoming educators and 
preachers.
As a chemistry premed major, 
Dr. Nabrit entered Morehouse Col­
lege in the fall of 1921. However, at 
the time of his graduation in 1925, 
then-college President Dr. John 
Hope requested that he postpone his 
matriculation into medical school 
and remain at Morehouse as Chair­
man of the Biology Department. 
Having accepted the oifer, he then 
left to study biology at the Univer­
sity of Chicago for a short time in 
preparation for his return to 
Morehouse.
While spending summers at 
Woods Hole Marine Biological 
Laboratory and tending to his admin­
istrative and teaching responsibilities 
at Morehouse, Dr. Nabrit also bal­
How will 
you score?
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center or kaptest.com and take a free 
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anced in his pursuit of a graduate 
degree at Brown University. While 
fulfilling all of his other obligations, 
Dr. Nabrit was able to earn both a 
masters and later a doctorate in bi­
ology in 1932. This was the first 
Ph.D. awarded by Brown to an Af­
rican American, and also the first 
Ph.D. of any discipline acquired by 
a graduate of Morehouse College.
Henry M. Goodgame Jr., Direc­
tor of Alumni Affairs at Morehouse, 
recalls that “[Dr. Nabrit] would say, 
‘You have a legacy to follow and you 
need to make us proud. You have no 
excuse. I was the first, but I won’t be 
the last.’”
Dr. Nabrit continued his work in 
the Atlanta University Center (AUC) 
teaching classes at both Morehouse 
College and Atlanta University 
(AU). He eventually left 
Morehouse’s payroll to oversee 
AU’s Biology Department, only to 
be promoted to the position of Dean 
of the Graduate School of Arts and 
Sciences, the first such position at 
the time.
In 1955, he was wooed away to 
Houston, Texas to become the sec­
ond president of Texas Southern 
University (TSU). Dr. Nabrit was re­
sponsible for completely erasing the 
school’s deficit. His term at TSU, 
however, was overshadowed by the 
intense civil rights movement and 
desegregation occurring in Houston, 
though he did everything in his 
power to fortify the institution.
“He wanted the students of TSU 
to have the best faculty possible,” 
said Sylvia Brooks, President and 
CEO of the Houston Area Urban 
League and TSU graduate.
As much as he was a trailblazer, 
Dr. Nabrit was also a patriot He was 
tapped to serve our country in sev­
eral capacities. President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower asked him to serve on 
the National Science Board; Presi­
dent John F. Kennedy appointed him 
as representative to Niger; and Presi­
dent Lyndon B. Johnson named him 
as the Commissioner of the US 
Atomic Energy Commission
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A year ago...
Morehouse Ranked #1... Again
Morehouse College is ranked as the number one 
institute of higher learning for African Americans in 
the U.S. for the second year running by Black 
Enterprise Magazine.
“I think it’s fantastic,” said President Walter 
Massey, “especially since it is based on the opinions 
of fellow academicians, people who understand what 
it takes to foster a productive learning environment.”
(AEC). Indeed, Dr. John M. Browne, 
a former mentee of Dr. Nabrit’s and 
former Biology Professor at Atlanta 
University, feels that only Dr. Nabrit 
with his biological training, could 
have established radioactive limiting 
standards in biomedical laboratories 
during his tenure with the AEC.
The next phase of Dr. Nabrit’s 
life saw him return to Atlanta. From 
1967-1981 he operated the South­
ern Fellowships Fund, disbursing 
around $22.5 million to aid students 
pursuing doctoral degrees. In 1989 
he was solicited by the presidents of 
the institutions of the AUC to be­
come Interim Director of the Atlanta 
University Center, which he did for 
15 months.
Notably, Dr. Nabrit’s organiza­
tional memberships included: 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc, the 
American Society of Zoologists, Phi 
Beta Kappa, Sigma Xi, the National 
Academy of Sciences, and several 
other professional oiganizations. His 
board memberships included the 
Southern Education Foundation, the 
United Negro College Fund, Saint 
Augustine’s College, Brown Univer­
sity (he was also Brown’s first black 
trustee), the Board of Nuclear Stud­
ies at Oak Ridge National Labora­
tory, Pain College, Benedict College, 
Furman University Board of Visi­
tors, and the University of Virginia 
Board of Visitors.
Dr. Nabrit was married for over 
fifty years to the late Constance C. 
Crocker, and did not have any chil­
dren. He is survived by one sister, 
Cecelia Nabrit Adkins, one sister-in- 
law, Vemice Smith Nabrit, and a host 
of nieces, nephews, and friends.
Though we mourn him now, Dr. 
Samuel Nabrit’s legacy shall thrive 
indefinitely, as those that have en­
countered him continue to spread his 
ideal of “[increasing] the educational 
opportunities for minorities, for 
women, and for all persons deter-, 
mined to succeed in spite of the odds 
they may face because of race, gen­
der, finances, or the nature of their 
chosen academic areas.”
Under lock and key
New key patent improves campus security
Jonathan Blocker
Ralph Quarles, Jr. and Alvin 
Sutton returned to Morehouse on 
January 11 ready to face the thrills 
and perils of a new semester and a 
new year. The two sophomores had 
already registered for class, bought 
some books, and gotten new note­
books. There was only one problem: 
they could not get into their dorm.
Quarles and Sutton were just two 
of several hundred Morehouse 
students who returned to the college 
this semester to find that the locks to 
their rooms had been changed over 
the holidays. Despite a few initial 
setbacks, most students were able to 
acquire their new keys without too 
much inconvenience.
The abrupt change was 
precipitated by widespread concerns 
about general security at Morehouse. 
The new security measure is a joint 
effort between the Department of 
Residential Life and the Physical 
Plant. According to Alex Branch, 
Resident Director of May s Hall, and 
Felecia Damron of the Physical 
Plant, dormitory security is 
continuously threatened by lost keys 
and illegal key duplication.
“Please, students, take your key
Annan to consult with Iraqi 
council, UN secretary-general 
develops plan for Iraq re-entry
AP
Secretary-General Annan consults with staff about the UN s plan for Iraq.
Marcus Newman
United Nations Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan is planning to 
meet with Iraqi Governing Council 
members and coalition officials, 
including U.S. civilian administrator 
L. Paul Bremer and top British 
official Jeremy Greenstock to 
discuss the strategy for giving Iraqi 
sovereignty back to its people.
Annan’s first step in this process 
included appointing Lakhdar 
Brahimi, former U.S. special 
representative to Afghanistan, as 
special adviser and under-secretary 
general to himself in this mission. 
Brahimi is credited with playing an
with you everywhere; you go,” 
pleaded Branch.
Damron stressed that students 
should refrain from making illegal 
duplications, especially at the West 
End Mall. Until recently, the 
Department of Campus Operations 
used the same key mold for many 
years. While the security measure 
was convenient for the Physical 
Plant, it allowed anyone with an 
illegal key to gain access to the 
residence halls. Furthermore, keys 
made from the mold often proved 
faulty. It was not uncommon for a 
key to break in the lock.
Becuase of the new patented key 
design, several security issues have 
been solved like controlling key 
reproduction. Each dormitory has 
keys specific to its hall, and only the 
Resident Directors have master keys 
to all the dormitories. Students with 
new keys will now find it very 
difficult to create illegal copies. The 
patented design also produces a 
thicker key, effectively reducing the 
probability of keys breaking apart.
“The system is designed for the 
student’s safety and it is important 
that they do not share or lend keys 
out,” stated Damron.
The changes, however, have not
instrumental role in the adoption of 
the new constitution in Afghanistan 
close to two years ago after the 
United States ousted the ruling 
Taliban government. In addition, he 
has also served as a special 
representative to other parts of the 
world, including Haiti and South 
Africa. Brahimi will be based at the 
UN Headquarters in New York and 
his ultimate responsibility going 
forward will be assisting Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan in defining the 
UN’s role in Iraq.
The United Nations was recently 
forced to withdraw its presence in 
Iraq after a truck bombing outside 
the Canal Hotel last August left 22
yet taken effect campus-wide. The 
new security measure currently 
affects only Perdue, Mays, and 
Brazeal Halls, and the Morehouse 
Suites. In addition, certain academic 
buildings including Merrill Hall, the 
Tech Tower, and part of Wheeler 
Hall, have undergone lock 
replacements. The Physical Plant 
aims to convert all dormitories to the 
new key and lock system by 
summer.
Other long-term goals for 
dormitory security include card- 
swipe entry and visitation pads. The 
card-swipe entry is currently in place 
at the Physical Plant and Morehouse 
Suites. Several dormitories, 
including Perdue, Graves, and 
Robert Halls currently have 
visitation pads at their entrances. 
Once activated, the pad will act as a 
dormitory directory. Visitors can 
look up a resident’s extension, call 
him, and gain entry. The pad will 
allow the campus security to track 
the visitation frequency for each 
student. Campus Operations intends 
to introduce both measures to the 
general campus as more funds 
become available.
individuals dead, including Annan’s 
Iraqi envoy Sergio Vieira de Mello. 
The incident at the time presented 
yet another obstacle for the post- 
Saddam era, but most importantly 
for the Iraqi citizens.
Addressing the UN’s re-entry 
into Iraq, Annan declared, “The UN 
will not be reckless. Nor, however, 
will it be intimidated. The service of 
the UN is not simply a job. It is a 
calling, and those who have attacked 
us will not deflect us from it We shall 
find a way to continue our work- that 
is, to continue helping the Iraqi 
people to rebuild their country and 
regain their sovereignty, under 
leaders of their own choosing.”
Five years ago...
A new King is crowned
African American Studies major Shaun King, from 
Versailles, Kentucky, is inaugurated as president of the 
Student Government Association, after a controversial 
election. ‘The election rules were not clearly defined for 
candidates,’ ’ said King, ‘ ‘and the administration constantly 
undermined the students’ decisions.” General 
dissatisfaction with past SGA administrations presents 
King with a formidable task going into office. He resolves 
to employ continued diligence and a new agenda to 
succeed where others have failed.
http://www.maroontiger.net




the third Rhodes Scholar 
in Morehouse history
Interview by Timothy J. Cunningham
Q: Nima, Chris, and now Tope... how does it feel to be 
the College i third Rhodes Scholar?
A: It feels incredible. I haven’t quite come to grips with 
it... everything has happened so quickly, and I am just 
trying to let everything sink in.
Q: W/wt do you plan to study at Oxford?
A: Development Studies
Q: What exactly does development studies entail?
A: Development Studies is essentially the study of 
developing countries within an economic, political, and 
historical context The Development Studies program 
at Oxford is fairly flexible, so I hope to focus on the 
history and politics of Sub-Saharan Africa.
Q: What are your feelings on the Bush Administration’s 
nation building activities in Afghanistan and Iraq?
A: I did not agree with the arguments that the Bush 
Administration put forth to justify both wars - most 
especially in Iraq. At this point, however, I think it is 
imperative that we stay in and stick it out in both countries 
- leaving now would result in the formation of a power 
vacuum in Iraq, which would probably create an arena 
for more anti-U.S. sentiment to fester within that country. 
In Afghanistan, I believe that we need to finish the job 
that we started; this involves building infrastructure and 
providing basic services.
Q: With whatphilosopher do you most identify?
A: Hmmm... interesting question... probably Jesus.
Q: How has that philosophy shaped your experience in 
the Department of Political Science?
A: I think Jesus was an individual who was willing to 
think outside the box. In my major, I try to pursue 
solutions from numerous vantage points -1 strive to 
think beyond the boundaries.
Q: What were your co-curricular activities and 
involvements?
A: I have debated since freshman year. Debating satiates 
my competitive drive. I also cunently work at the national 
headquarters of CARE USA here in Atlanta.
Q: Were you in the Texas Club ?
A: Unfortunately, no.. .I’ll join if they’re still accepting 
memberships though!
Q: How important is community involvement to you? 
A: It’s incredibly important, especially as an African 
American male. I feel that we all have an obligation to 
aid our brothers by tutoring and volunteering within the 
community so we can reverse the trend of African 
American males being incarcerated at such a 
disproportionately high rate.
Q: What was your motivation for initiating a project 
providing medical supplies to rural Nigeria?
A: I was inspired by the stories that I heard from my 
parents and other members of the Nigerian community 
of suffering in Nigeria - suffering from a lack of basic 
medical supplies that are inexpensive in the States. I
"The (Rhodes) process 
seems to be daunting, 
and it is, but if you retain 
faith in yourself... 
anything is possible."
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decided to help by writing local Dallas-area medical 
companies to ask them to donate new and used medical 
supplies for use in rural Nigeria.
Q: Wouldyou describe the program that you co-founded 
to examine racism?
A: Project Three Circles was founded by myself and 
other socially-conscious members of this campus. Under 
the auspices of the Racial Justice Program, we reached 
out to members of the University of Texas El Paso and 
Oglala Lakota College to discuss how racism has affected 
all of us as minority college students.
Q: Dean, Clark, Edwards, Kerry, Lieberman, Kucinich, 
or Sharpton ? Or Bush ?
A: Can I say Gore? I’m kidding... I’m waiting to see 
who wins the nomination... I can’t say that anyone has 
won me over yet...
Q: How often do you visit www.maroontiger.net?
A: At least once daily (great job!).
Q: After doing semesters at other institutions both 
domestically and internationally, what would you like 
to tell students interested in studying abroad about your 
experiences?
A: Studying abroad was invaluable because it broadened 
my horizons. It enabled me to see the world as others 
see it, and spread the word about Morehouse.
Q: How wouldyou rate the quality of the educationyou 
are receiving at Morehouse?
A: The education I have received at Morehouse is first- 
rate. Many professors, here have pushed me, inspired 
me, and just generally helped me in immeasurable ways. 
Morehouse is special because everyone here is 
committed to the betterment of African American males 
- there is no other place like Morehouse in the world.
Q: Have you taken Bio 101 (Biological Sciences for 
Non-Majors)?
A: Yes I have... my junior year, as a matter of fact, with 
Dr. Cannon. I enjoyed it
Q; The Matrix, The Matrix Reloaded, or The Matrix: 
Revolutions!
A: Definitely The Matrix, although I did enjoy 
Revolutions (unlike many others).
Q: What advice do you have for the College’s fourth 
Rhodes Scholar?.
A: As sappy as it may sound, I would tell him to believe 
in himself. The process seems to be daunting, and it is, 
but if you retain faith in yourself, your abilities, and 
Providence, anything is possible.
Q: What are you plans following yourfellowship at the 
University of Oxford?
A: I’m workin’ on that... any ideas? Probably law 
school, but don’t hold me to that.
Q: Big Boi or Andre 3000?
A: ‘Dre 3000 of course. The man is a genius.
The image used on this issue’s cover is an adaptation of 
J. Howard Miller’s “We Can Do It, ” a photolithograph 
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■ Blumer, Physical 
Plant lead recycling 
campaign
Dr. Lawrence Blumer, Director of the 
Environmental Studies Program', has 
spearheaded the effort to create an 
environmentally friendly Morehouse 
College. The College is now recycling all 
forms of paper and cardboard excluding 
food containers.
More than 50 percent of waste 
produced consists of recyclable paper 
materials. Look for the blue recycling 
containers located in the hallways of 
campus buildings. Problems or questions 
concerning the recycling program can be 
directed to the Physical Plant, at phone 
number 404-681-2800 ext. 2664.
If you have any questions about the 
Environmental Studies Program or The 
Green Project, contact Dr. Blumer at Hope 
Hall, Room 302 or at 404-681-2800 ext. 
2325.
■ AUC institutions 
co-sponsor new 
psychology course
The Biology Department of 
Morehouse College in conjunction with 
the Neuroscience Institute of the 
Morehouse School of Medicine and the 
Psychology Department of Clark Atlanta 
University has joined to sponsor 
“Principles of Neurobiology,” Biology 317 
here at Morehouse.
Lectures and conferences will be led 
by Professors David Potter and Edwin 
Furshpan of the Department of 
Neurobiology, Harvard Medical School.
Course topics include the 
neurobiological basis of vision, learning, 
memory, and addiction. The class is 
offered Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:00 
pm to 2:15 pm in room 308 of Nabrit- 
Mapp-McBay Hall.
■ Massey, trustees 
prepare for gala 
during Founders 
Week
The Board of Trustees of Morehouse 
College and President and Mrs. Massey 
will honor notable individuals at the “A 
Candle in the Dark Gala” Saturday 
February 21 at file Hyatt Regency Hotel.
■ Post-
Baccalaureate 
Services hosts test 
drive
The Morehouse College Office of 
Post-Baccalaureate Services is hosting 
several events to assist students in 
preparation for graduate school 
admissions.
There will be a test drive Saturday 
Februrary 14,2004 at Morehouse 
including introductions to the GMAT, 
GRE, LSAT, MCAT, and the DAT. For 
more information contact Ms. Ramsey at 
the Kilgore Center room 210, or phone 
number 404-681-2800 ext. 2862
■ Internship seeks 
young journalists
The National Journalism Center, 
which offers training skills of media work 
within the context of a free society, is 
currently accepting applications for its 
spring journalism program.
The NJC provides practical experience 
in researching, writing, and editing, plus 
outside assignments with established 
journalists in the Washington, D.C. region.
For more information and an applica­
tion please visit the National Journalism 
Center website.
■ Student awarded 
study abroad 
scholarship
IES, the Institute for the International 
Education of Students, has awarded 
Morehouse junior Irvin Hunt an IES 
Merit-Based Scholarship for study abroad 
in Paris, France this spring.
IES Merit-Based Scholarship 
recipients have a minimum 3.3 GPA and 
are selected by a panel of U.S. faculty 
from prestigious universities. More than ' 
207 students applied this semester, and 
IES awarded a total of 43 IES Merit-Based 
Scholarships.
Inquiries into IES and other study 
abroad programs may be directed to Gwen 
Wade in Kilgore Center, room 207, phone 
number 404-681-2800 ext. 2728.
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■ The Bondwoman’s Narrative
by Hannah Crafts, Ed. Henry Louis 
Gates Jr.
The rediscovered autobiographical novel 
of a brave young woman who surmounts 
incredible odds and escapes slavery.
Retail PB: $14.95
Amazon.com PB: $10.97
TOP SCORE: ABEBooks.com HB, 
used: $5.00 (+$3 shipping)
■ Kaplan GRE Verbal 
Workbook, 2nd Edition
Word lists and exercises in Reading 
Comprehension, Analogies, Sentence 
Completion, and Antonyms.
Retail PB: $17.00
Half.com, new: $8.90 (+$3 shipping) 
TOP SCORE: Asking a friend who took 
the GREs last year and who will never use 
the book in life again: Free.
Music & 
Movies
■ Freddy Vs. Jason (DVD)
Robert Englund. Ronny Yu, director.
Two of the silver screen’s nightmare- 
inspiring villains face off in a chilling 
battle for their, er, lives.
Retail: $29.95
Amazon.com, new: $22.46




Her milkshake brings all the boys to the 
yard...
Retail: $18.99
Cdnow.com: $13.49 (+3 Shipping)
TOP SCORE: Ebay, new: $5.99 starting 
bid, $10 Buv-it-now (+4 shipping)
Extravagances 
& Luxuries
■ 14 Kt. Strand of Cultured Pearls (6.5 
mm, 18”)
Boo’s birthday is right around the comer... 
Retail: $195
TOP SCORE: Overstock.com: $39.99 
Total for the 5 items:
Worst-case Scenario: $275.89 
Best-case Scenario: $72.88
Weekly Tip
The computer is your best friend for 
finding bargains. Ebay, Half.com, 
ABEBooks.com, and Overstock.com all 
deserve places of honor in your favorites 
list.
Marc Murieal ‘04 is a staff columnist. 
For questions and comments please email 
him at marc_muneal@maroontiger.net.
Marc can also be reached by tele­
phone at (404)614-6041.
His column will return next week.
OPrinted on recycled paper
Is there a monster hiding in my blood
Alan Clarke
I’m sitting here, feeling 
nothing...shrouded in uncertainty, 
nothing beside me, nothing around me.
This chair that rests under me provides 
the final seconds of sanctuary before the 
door to the right of me opens and I take 
the long walk through shadows of fond 
memories to the doctor and the needle that 




orehouse students are no strangers 
to study guides and supplementary 
materials that provide a leg up on 
the competition. Among the several 
resources that now exist is the all- 
too-familiar taxicab yellow and black book that has 
become a fixture in contemporary student life - Cliffs 
Notes.
This series, once restricted to old classics, has now 
grown into a full-blown enterprise that includes concise 
overviews of subjects ranging from Calculus to American 
History, with a slew of other titles in between. A display 
of these books mounted prominently in the school 
bookstore, wedged between traditional textbooks and 
standardized study aids, taunts and tantalizes the anxious 
student. Judging from the stock of titles available, it is 
certain that more than a few Morehouse men have availed 
themselves of this opportunity.
A problem of sorts may arise from the popularity of 
this handy helper in times of academic need, however. 
For as many students who use Cliffs Notes for genuine 
help in their understanding of a work of literature, there 
are those who use this resource as a shortcut to a passable 
essay or mediocre test result. Though such abuse cannot 
necessarily be helped, a level of awareness and honesty 
can buffer our temptations to take the “easy way out” 
Although not everyone has colluded with Cliffs 
specifically, the issue affects nearly all of us, be it in the 
form of “advice” gleaned from the Internet, or an old 
test that somebody has gotten their hands upon. The 
uses of supporting materials to better articulate an 
argument or grasp subject matter is one thing; blatant 
plagiarism or rote memorization of bare facts as ameans 
to an end is another matter completely. So how much is 
too much?
Dr. Melvin Rahming, the chair of the English
Department here at Morehouse, thinks that “Cliffs Notes 
can only be helpful if the student has already read and 
explored the text in great detail.’ ’ In the event that a student 
uses such study guides as his sole reference for a book 
without so much as reading it, he would be giving himself 
a ‘Talse sense of security.” Dr. Rahming explained that 
it is essential that students know that it is their ideas that 
are being graded, not someone else’s—“Just because 
it’s there doesn’t mean that a student has to read them.” 
Despite this position, Dr. Rahming added, “I don’t deny 
students the opportunity to read anything related to 
literature.”
Dr. Jocelyn Jackson, a professor in the English 
Department as well as the head of the Honors Program 
at Morehouse, supported the use of materials such as 
Cliffs Notes or Monarch Notes, but only for the correct 
reasons. “I’m not averse to them, but they really have to 
be used carefully,” Jackson stated. She also shared the 
opinion of Dr. Rahming in that the students “must read 
the original text - nothing substitutes for reading the 
text.” In addition to study of the primary text and aids 
such as Cliffs Notes, Jackson also suggested that items 
such as literary criticism found in professional journals 
should also be utilized. When students fail to be 
methodical and use only the sinister yellow books in 
question, Dr. Jackson remarked, “that kind of approach 
tends to be superficial.”
With this advice in hand, students should take heed 
of how willing they are to use study aids like Cliffs Notes 
as an academic crutch, sacrificing learning for completion 
of a course assignment Just as with many things in life, 
moderation is key. To rely wholly on the little yellow 
book, though convenient for a particular paper or course, 
spells anything but success in the long ran, when the 
strength of one’s intellect and the extent of one’s creativity 
will be the deciding factor.
A
damnation: negative or positive.
Life itself is one ubiquitous, perpetual
test, and this is just a part, but it’s more. I 
can’t cheat off of anyone else’s destiny; 
my grade was decided before I got up out 
of bed this morning, before I went to 
church last week... Hell, for all I know it 
could have been decided before I even 
came to school last year. Four letters for 
the question, my blood provides the 
answer, and if I fail this test, there is no
hange/«
by Lloyd H. Johnson
make-up and no scale to break my fall - 
I’m simply as good as dead. And if that 
happens then there’s no exit; I stay there 
forever, deteriorating in obscurity while 
navigating a labyrinth where all is 
unknown - behind me confusion swirls 
over the mass of innocent people I‘ve 
encountered, some with faces I don’t 
remember, some who may have failed this 
test with me and who are now lost because 
of me.
AIDS is the monster. It’s the ruthless 
killer that everyone knows personally, 
almost. Everyone knows somebody who 
has AIDS; AIDS has killed someone that 
everyone knows. But somehow, through 
all the lessons and lectures, all the over­
played commercials and melodramatic 
acronyms, people don’t learn. I sure 
didn’t. Despite every warning sign, I still 
took the wrong turn; the severity of the 
disease never really struck a nerve in my 
brain. I thought it was someone else’s 
problem to correct, and I never thought I 
would ever be in a situation where my 
health was in question. I've never lived a 
promiscuous life style - not really - and 
I’ve always been careful.
Maybe not careful enough.
Now someone I trusted has caught the 
monster, so now I’m here, in the most 
precarious position imaginable, preparing 
to be tested to learn whether I’ve caught 
it too. I have no idea how I ended up 
here. Well, I do know how I got to this 
point, but how did 1 get here? After 
everything I’ve learned about wearing 
condoms, always carrying a condom - 
two condoms, three condoms just in case 
- I still messed up. From grade school, 
before you even fully understand the 
primary function of a condom, you know 
to wear one. Somehow, I got complacent 
and assumed that rules didn’t apply to me. 
So caught up in the falsehood of youthful 
invincibility, flying through life at 100 
miles per hour, responsibility and 
consequence were just figments of my 
imagination. And somehow, the 
punishment does not seem to fit the crime. 
I forget my keys, my student ID, my 
homework all the time - no big deal; I 
don’t get afflicted with any potentially 
life-threatening diseases for that. I just 
forgot to use a condom. And now the me 
I think I know - the formerly invincible 
me, sitting in this uncomfortable chair, 
waiting like a scared dog for a doctor to 
stick me with a needle (so I can wait 
however much longer to learn whether or 
not I should start writing a will) - that 
me, may be catching up to God quicker 
than I thought.
The strangers that surround me in their 
own chairs are scanning their own minds 
and memories, and although we’ve never 
met, we all share more in common than 
we may know. Right here, everyone is 
silent, facing forward, feigning 
nonchalance as if we’re all on the morning 
bus waiting to get off. But some of us 
will inevitably get off at the wrong stop, 
and add to the 900,000 people in this 
country afflicted with the monster.
And, personally, I don’t need to add 
to the 300,000 African Americans who are 
already suffering from the disease. I am 
baffled by how so many young Black 
people have AIDS or HIV. When we’re 
only 12 percent of the population - one 
out of eight - how do we end up 
accounting for 35 percent of the American 
AIDS and HIV population? How do we 
keep falling into the same trap? Maybe 
because its just so easy. While smoking 
takes twenty years to cause cancer, AIDS 
waits for one mistake, and then it’s all 
over.
AIDS changes everything; it changes 
relationships, it changes how people look 
at you, and by that account, it changes 
how you trust people. Most importantly, 
AIDS can change the way you view 
yourself and the way you measure your 
own lifetime. If I’m going to die in five 
years, then I’m at old age right now. At 
ten, I was already at midlife, and at 201 
was dying but just didn’t realize yet. Life 
could have reached its climax a long time 
ago in foreboding silence, while 
everything since could have been 
descending to a final crash. But then 
again, it’s not like the 80s when this was 
new and AIDS was like an immediate 
death sentence. People live longer 
nowadays. Look at Magic Johnson, he 
looks fine and it’s been like ten years, 
hasn’t it? So what’s the solution?
Whom can I talk to and where can I 
possibly go from here? There are so many 
people and organizations out there willing 
to help and lend support, but I don’t want 
to be labeled, categorized and ostracized 
like some leper. What if I just keep it to 
myself? Then nobody will ever know and 
I can just go on living like nothing ever 
happened. But how can I hide all of 
everything: the pills, the injections, the 
frequent doctor appointments, the 
symptoms? And how do I tell my family 
what’s happened even after all the 
warnings and stop signs?
Why am I worrying so much? I’m just 
sitting here waiting my turn and I’m 
ranting like I’ve already failed. I don’t 
feel sick and I definitely don’t look sick - 
I look fine actually - so I should have 
nothing to worry about. It’s late anyway. 
Maybe this was a bad idea.
http://www.maroontiger.net
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You do the math.
»
1 For a limited time, first-time buyers 1
! Save an additional $5 ! 
[ on purchases of s50 or more.' j 
i Simply use this code: i
! MOREHOUSE !
How smart is this: All the textbooks you 
need for up to 50% off retail prices. New or 
used, all you have to do is go to half.com 
and type in the book titles, or ISBN numbers. 
Gotta love that new math.
Same textbooks. 
Smarter prices.
Brings dream manifested 
through music
Joseph Andorful
Music has the power to bring 
people together and invoke a spirit 
of peace and tranquility within all 
those who listen. Nothing is more 
fitting, then, than a benefit concert 
held in honor and celebration of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday.
On Friday, January 16, residents 
from the Atlanta metro community 
and AUC students gathered in King 
Chapel for the twelfth Annual King 
Celebration Concert. This preface to 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
festivities featured the Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra and Chorus 
and the Morehouse and Spelman 
Glee Clubs.
Morehouse president Dr. Walter 
E. Massey delivered an enthusiastic 
opening address, followed by 
comments from Spelman’s Dr. 
Beverly Tatum, who aptly summed 
up the evening’s purpose: “May the 
music that your hear tonight inspire 
[King’s dream of] peace.”
Audience members were moved 
by pieces such as “Selections from 
Cantata No. 208” by Bach, 
“Rainbow Body” by Theofanidis,
and “New Morning for the World” 
by Schwantner, which included the 
words of Dr. King, taken from 
speeches and articles written 
between 1958 and 1965, spoken by 
a narrator while the orchestra played. 
“I was glad they included the 
Schwantner,” commented Dr. 
William Ethridge, a music professor 
at Morehouse College. “That was 
such a moving piece.”
Another highlight of the evening 
came during the “Concertino for 
Marimba and Orchestra, Op. 21 ” by 
Creston. This piece featured an 
amazing solo on the marimba, an 
instrument not dissimilar to the 
xylophone, by Donna Lee 
Thompson, a talented student of 
Southwest DeKalb High School. “I 
enjoyed how she played with 
emotion and passion,” stated Drew 
Stewart, a Morehouse sophomore.
Perhaps the most poignant 
moment of the evening came just 
after the intermission, when Coretta 
Scott King, Dr. King’s widow, took 
the podium. “It is a great pleasure to 
be here tonight to take part in this 
12lh annual celebration,” said Mrs. 
King. She also expressed her
appreciation for all those who have 
worked diligently to make sure that 
her late husband’s dream will always 
be remembered.
“It was nice to see Mrs. King and 
how strong she looked,” commented 
Jeremy Jones, a junior Business 
Finance major and Glee club 
member.
For the final selection of the 
evening, members of the Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra Choras joined 
both glee clubs on stage to sing 
“Dona nobis pacem” by J.S. Bach. 
‘ ‘I feel that this concert is a good way 
to perpetuate the dream that King 
had of white-black unity,” declared 
Tyrone Chambers II, Morehouse 
Glee Club Historian. “When you 
come to the concert, you’re looking 
at a stage with white and black faces, 
all playing together in one accord.”
Undeniably the concert truly 
symbolized Dr. King’s dream. Those 
in attendance will agree that the hard 
work of all the performers was not 
in vain, just as Dr. King’s life was 
not in vain. As Dr. Massey observed, 
“If he were here tonight, I know Dr. 
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It was a morning like any other. I 
woke up, put on some clothes, made some 
frozen waffles, and headed to the family 
room for my daily routine of sitting 
aimlessly in front of the TV. Normally, 
watching television is just something to 
do; however, something I saw this time 
around made me excited to the tenth 
power. I scoured for my phone to call my 
friend Mark to say one simple thing: “We 
got Gibbs!”












decision the NFL has ever experienced.
My uncle’s best friend has been late 
for roll call twice in his ten year-plus 
career as a Capitol Hill police officer.
When he gets to the station, he runs up to 
the line, slides into his spot, and gasps 
“Sorry sergeant... I had to get my season 
tickets.”
Joe Gibbs is simply the man. And it 
goes deeper than that.
DC is a football town. On Sundays 
during a game, the streets are desolate 
because everyone is either at the game or 
watching it on Channel 5. At a time when 
our ‘Skins were at their lowest point in 
franchise history, after much-hyped head 
coach Steve Spurrier resigned after two 
mediocre seasons, Joe Gibbs was 
everyone’s top candidate, but absolutely 
no one believed it would happen. Daniel 
Snyder was going to overpay someone 
less qualified again. This time around, he 
finally did something right, but not just 
right, perfect. He went from being this 
hotshot with a fat wallet to being an 
unequivocal mastermind.
The Redskins went from being talked 
about with heads down to being reveled 
with chests up and smiles. Joe Gibbs is 
back! All is well in the nation’s capital. I 
can sleep at night now knowing that my 
city is safe and well-protected.
Like most nuances in Washington,
DC, such as bottle cap belts, mambo 
sauce, and go-go music, being a Redskin 
fan is not a choice; it’s a lifestyle. You 
either love them or you don’t. We have no 
bandwagon, because we don’t respect 
anyone that tries to tag along. My family 
has always loved the Redskins; we’ve had 
season tickets for well over 30 years. My 
grandfather went to so many games that 
the man who sat next to him became his 
official Redskin colleague. For over 30 
years, they’d bring their kids to games, 
swap family pictures, job stories and share 
a couple of cold beverages together. It’s 
more than just a game.
However, when we were losing, the 
love was gone and people thought of it as 
just that: a game. Gibbs represents the 
time when it was an honor to sing “Hail to 
the Redskins;” when the playoffs were 
expected and a time where the word 
“Dallas” was a curse word in certain 
households.
Gibbs represents DC in all that we 
stand for: winning, hard work, respect, and 
dignity. All was lost, but now it’s back in 
full force. We don’t even care if we go 0- 
16 next season, as long as we have Gibbs. 
That’s how serious this is. We’re back. 
Hail to the Redskins.
Kyle “Scoop" Yeldell, ‘05 is a staff col­
umnist. For questions and comments please 
email him at kyle_yeldell@maroontiger.net
“Scoop” can also be reached by tele­
phone at (404)614-6041.
His column will return next week. 




Tiger fans support helps team go the distance
Christian Nwachukwu, Jr.
Fan is short for fanatic. The fanatics bleed 
maroon and white and they live and die in 
that space just above the rim. On Thursday, 
January 22, old met new, Morehouse 
Madness met the Marching Maroon Tigers, 
which coursed into the Forbes Fanatics and 
set the stage for full-court mayhem. 
Morehouse College hosted Kentucky State 
University and dominated the Thorobreds, 
improving their record to 11-3 overall (6-2 
SIAC) with the 83-59 win.
“When we play at home, a lot of fans 









t h e 
Thorobreds 
87-85 in their
previous meeting, outpaced Kentucky State 
and were up 28-14 with 10 minutes 
remaining in the first half. Morehouse shot 
at 61 percent from the field, holding 
Kentucky to 33 percent and 40 percent from 
beyond the arc.
“[The offense] was excellent tonight,” 
junior guard Darius Wade said. “We had 
people cutting backdoor. We had everybody
Tigers endure tough loss
Dragons outlast Tigers in overtime battle
Italo Brown
Every team in the history of sports has 
been known to have an off night On Satur­
day, January 24, the Maroon Tigers’ card was 
unfortunately pulled, as Morehouse encoun­
tered a painful loss in overtime to lower- 
ranked Lane College, 80-75. In a game in 
which the energetic atmosphere was as ab­
sent as clean shots (partially due to lack of 
attendance), several key issues surfaced for 
the Tigers.
Now with an overall record of 11 -4 (6-3 
SIAC), the Tigers have been dealt their sec­
ond loss from Lane College (7-8,6-5 SIAC) 
this season. This latest blow may prove most 
devastating to the Tigers’ reputation; prov­
ing not only that David can actually beat
A franchise grows in Brooklyn
Kyle “Scoop” Yeldell________________
The New Jersey Nets basketball 
franchise could soon be moving across 
the Hudson River and into the New York 
City borough of Brooklyn. The team was 
sold for $300 million on Sunday, January 
25, to Bruce Ratner and an investment 
group that includes former All-Star 
Bernard King and rapper Jay-Z, both bom 
and raised in Brooklyn. If the move takes 
place, the Nets will be housed in Brooklyn 
Arena, which will become the focal point 
of the Brooklyn Atlantic Yards 
development.
The move has to be voted on by the 
remaining NBA franchises, but it is
swinging the 
ball, getting 
open looks. It 
was a good 
overall 
game.”




their emphasis. According to Cannon, “the 
offense will come.”
“We go hard on defense,” Cannon said. 
“We’re defense all day.” Coach Grady 
Brewer agreed.
“We put more emphasis on defense. 
Defense shows up every night,” Brewer said.
“We’re working on protecting the 
basketball and making sure that we take more 
shots than the other team.”
Morehouse had 14 turnovers on the 
night, compared to the 20 given up by 
Kentucky.
The Tiger defense roiled the Thorobred 
offense with 14 steals. Brandon Childs led 
the charge with four steals, while Ronald 
Thompson and Steve Walters had three steals 
apiece.
While the court performance continued 
to heat up throughout the night, the fight from 
the stands kept pace. Tim Turner led the band 
as they gave the Tigers a boost from the end 
of their trumpets. Bakari Sellars and the 
Forbes Fanatics taunted sloppy Thorobred 
defenders. And when Anthony Locke
Steve Walters rises for an easy two.
Goliath — but that he can do it twice.
‘ ‘It was a tough game,” said guard Darius 
Wade, reacting to Saturday’s performance. 
“We just had a bad night tonight. We’ll be 
alright though.”
Two numbers are immediately conspicu­
ous from one glance at the stat sheet: 43 and 
five. The Tigers shot 43 percent not only 
from the field, but also from the line. In fact, 
the game could have been ended late in the 
fourth quarter had a series of free-throw at­
tempts been converted to points. And two 
signature players from the Tigers’ roster re­
ceived five personal fouls each, simulta­
neously ending the night for them and di­
minishing any hope of revival.
Despite the loss, however, there were 
some outstanding performances from the
expected to go through. The 80,000 
square-foot Brooklyn Arena, to be located 
at the intersection of Flatbush and Atlantic 
Avenues in downtown Brooklyn, is part 
of the multi-faceted Brooklyn Atlantic 
Yards development.
Architect Frank Gehry, designer of the 
famous Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, 
Spain, unveiled the design of the 19,000- 
seat arena last Sunday.
Work on the arena will start next year, 
with its opening scheduled to coincide 
with the 2006 season. Along with the 
arena, the Brooklyn Atlantic Yards 
development will include four office 
towers (one of which will be the tallest in
suffered a foul call for holding with less than 
two minutes remaining, Joseph Carlos lept 
to the sidelines.
“How is it holding when he has the ball, 
sir?” Carlos asked.
With no time remaining in the first half, 
Wade drew the foul and made good on both 
shots to increase the liger lead, 51-28.
“I’ve been lacking on defense, but I’ve 
got my swagger back now,” Wade said. “So, 
I’m good.”
In the second half, the Tigers continued 
to outpace the Thorobreds from the field and 
the line. But Kentucky made a late charge, 
successfully shooting from three-point range 
and in the paint
Cannon was the leading scorer for the 
Tigers with 15 points and one assist; Childs 
had 14 points, one assist; Thompson had 12 
points, four assists; Walters had 11 points 
and three assists. Jason Patterson posted nine 
points, one assist; Michael Griffin had eight 
points, Wade had seven points and six assists; 
Jason Cornelius had four points, Ian Salandy 
had two points and Jason Mercer made a 
basket from the line. Locke had four assists 
on the night. Ahmad Loving posted four 
rebounds.
Brewer was pleased with his team’s 
performance and credited the win to fewer 
turnovers and a strong overall game.
“We’ve just got to protect the basketball, 
share the basketball, make ourfree-throws,” 
Brewer said. “I think once we do that, I think 
it’s going to be difficult to beat us.”
backcourt, including 19 points from Bran­
don Childs and Wade’s 18 points. The des­
perate three-point attempts towards the end 
of the game created a continuous 
rollercoaster effect, bringing the audience in 
and out of the game.
“I gotta hit big shots,” said shooter 
Michael Griffin in response to his clutch per­
formance. “That’s all there is to it. When 
my number’s called I got to make those. 
Believe me, it won’t happen again.”
The Tigers will need to regain focus 
quickly, as their next four games include 
opponents such as Miles College (who beat 
the Tigers earlier this season), Tuskegee 
University, and Clark Atlanta University. 
There certainly won’t be time for any more 
off games.
Brooklyn), 300,000 square feet of retail 
space, and thirteen high-rise apartment 
buildings.
The relocation of the Nets to Brooklyn 
would give New York City two franchises 
in America’s four major sports - 
basketball, football, baseball and hockey 
- and give Brooklyn its only professional 
sport franchise. The last franchise in 
Brooklyn was the Dodgers, who moved 
to Los Angeles in 1957.
In other surprising Nets news, head 
coach Byron Scott, the winningest coach 
in franchisé history, has been fired.
The Nets are currently the first-placed 
team in the NBA Atlantic Division.
Lane 80, Morehouse 75 
Morehouse (11- 4), SIAC: (6-3)
Player fg-fga ft-fta tp
Cannon 2-4 0-0 4
Childs 7-16 5-8 19
Cornelius 0-1 0-0 0
Griffin 0-3 0-0 0
Locke 1-2 0-0 2
Loving 1-1 0-0 2
Mercer 0-0 0-0 0
Patterson 2-7 0-0 4
Salandy 0-0 0-0 0
Thompsoni 7-9 1-5 15
Wade 6-18 3-6 18
Walters 5-10 1-4 11
Totals 31-71 10-23 75
Lane (7-8), SIAC: (6-5)
Player fg-fga ft-fta tP
Douglas 1-7 2-2 4
Bright 8-12 1-3 17
Faulkner 1-5 2-3 4
Long 4-8 3-3 11
Knox 0-0 0-1 0
Jones 0-0 0-0 0
Pointer 0-0 0-0 0
Smith 2-5 0-0 4
Taylor 0-2 0-0 0
Thomas 8-12 9-12 28
Williams 6-10 0-0 12
Totals 30-61 17-24 80
UConn delivers 
Pitts first defeat
Denham Brown scored 20 points as #4 
Connecticut (15-2) snagged a key road 
victory against Big East rival Pittsburgh 
(18-1). Carl Krauser scored 24 points and 
had five assists for the losing Panthers.
The Huskies recover from a road defeat 
versus #9 North Carolina in the Dean 
Dome that knocked them out of their #1 
ranking. In that game, Rashad McCants 
hit two big threes to end the game and 
capture the 86-83 win for the Tar Heels at 
home.
Duke puts Wake to 
rest
Chris Duhon and Shelden Williams set 
career-highs as they led #2 Duke (14-1,4- 
0 ACC) past #4 Wake Forest (11-2,2-1), 
84-72. Duhon had 14 assists and Williams 
had eight blocks with his 16 points and 14 
rebounds to extend the Blue Devils to an 
11-game winning streak overall and 36- 
game home winning streak.
King James left 
lame vs. Jazz
LeBron James sprained his right ankle 
with 18 seconds left in an overtime game 
versus Utah, which the Jazz won 102-96. 
He missed an earlier game against the 
Seattle Supersonics in his previously 
injury-free career (including this NBA 
season and four years of high school). 
James has missed two additional games, 
and practiced for the first time since the 
injury on Sunday. He is expected to play 
against the Orlando Magic on Monday.
Cincy suffers first 
loss vs. Louisville
Taquan Dean battled an injured groin 
to drop 21 points for #5 Louisville (14-1, 
5-0 Conference USA) in the 93-66 victory 
against the #6 Bearcats (13-1,4-1). Dean 
shot 5 of 10 from the three-point stripe, 
while Luke Whitehead dropped 18 points 
and eight rebounds and Francisco Garcia 
added 19 points and seven assists in the 
winning effort. Jason Maxiell had 13 




Former Tampa Bay Buccaneers wide 
receiver Keyshawn Johnson was issued a 
temporary restraining order for allegedly 
threatening to kill a man. The order comes 
on the heels of an altercation that occurred 
between Johnson and the plaintiff at a 
recent funeral.
Capitals deal Jagr 
to Rangers
The Washington Capitals have traded 
Jaromir Jagr and his $ 11 million contract 
to the New York Rangers for Anson 
Carter. Jagr, once considered to be the hen- 
apparent to Wayne Gretzky and Mario 
Lemieux, had a tumultuous 2-year stint 
with the Capitals.
Seminóles Upset 
Two Top Ten Teams
Florida State (14-5,2-3 ACC) 
knocked off #7 North Carolina, 90-81, 
Thursday and then #10 Wake Forest (11-4, 
2-3), 75-70, on Sunday, giving them 
consecutive wins over two top ten teams 
for the first time in school history. Next up 
for the Seminóles is #1 Duke on Thursday.
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